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BF, ome dhe Boston Unit crealist Pi} LURUILE. 


The flowing is from the Anniversary Election Sermon, 
delivered by Rev. Don Huntington, before the Gover- 
ner, Licut. Governor, Council, and Levisiature of Massa-, 
chusetts, May 29, 1522. Itis unnecessary to say, that we! 
most cordially subscribe to the important sentiment of the 


tracts 


;of social happiness. 


The MEANS which have been used by those who would for- 
cu ‘y eorntrol the OPUienNs OF othe rs. | 

* The first step has been, to produce an im pression of. 

2 py 1D the persou, or tie Liodias assuming the con- 

oe 

troling power Chey must be resorted to, as the unerring 
oracle. Ciaiming the keys of the kingdom, the door to’ 
ts immunities must be opened 
heir decisions must be received with the most unwaver- 


mg c onbdene 
i 


“ Impi licat faith, on the 7 pe irt of those to be controled, 


] } ; ; 
piess wecessary, in establslang the desired ascendancy, | | 
' ‘ ’ ! 
than ailuiitoauty in those who assume the power Of con- | 
roling. ‘The common people, as iv” incapable of under- | 


anding the word of God, isaust resign themselves 4 their: 


cuchers. 4 


ind, they must be led. When led, they; 
must not hesitate to follow. Cheir reason, their judqueti 
their conscience, their mora) agenc cy ; their interests for 
me anc efernity, are no song at their own disp Se 
And to i it known that they are not, frequent oan’ 
ments minst ti made upon their credulity and good nature. 
meulcated with common ardor, that a few 
peculative points - theology, are the eesentials of reli-| 
tony hu doubts may be entertained. If taught that * all 
tor is fatal,” they must behteve it. They must often be| 


Pr thev bear 


made to understand, that all the remaining piety on the 
uth, has tak nup iis last abode with the people “of their | 
euomination; and that to them it belongs exclusive ly, to, 
preserve and perpetuate sound doctrine and a pure church. 
it has been found, at some periods, and among some class- 
's of Christians, not loo gre ata stretch of creduli ty, for! 
> proper exercise of implicit faith, to believe that dis- 
iuesty, falsehood, calumny, cruelty, oppression, and 


terrific Cenunciations. 


losed by them ; and ;; 


To these have succeeded, vexa 
tious ecclesiastical processes, bégiunming mi waking men 
offeacers for a word, and issuing iv the highest acts of dis- 
cipline. Where the times bave been lavoradle, in Low 
mony iastences has death, in ali rts dreadius rurms, been 
ue Consecucuce ol a COhscuentious adhcrance to trath 1? 


The avthor then proceeds to show that the disposition 


‘manifested ia these efforts to prevent fiee inguiry, is not 


ouly hateful in itself, but hostile in its effects to the interests 
After this, he proceec's to inquire, 
ther the subject admits of an application to ourselves, 

* Dees the suiject, then, admit of an application to cur 

wh community : 

** Let the intellige nt look at what is passing in many of 
our Congregations and Churches ; in Eeccies:astical Asso- 
clationus ey Councils, and answer for themselyes.—Let 
lwin listen to the voice of clamor and contuimely, of terror 


pand exclusion, issuing from the pulpit and the press, and 
‘ = 7 


echoing from one extremity of ou iimifs to ancther, im- 
peac hing the purest motives, ma.guing the fairest cliarac- 
ters, and enkindling unjust susp icions among the unlaform- 


fed. Let them observe the movements of those who set 


themselves in opposition to every gentle and tolerating 
jmeasure ; let them notice the projects that are put in ope- 
rationfor enlisting partisans, and for augmenting their re- 
sources. To gain the control of funds, see them, not only 


| awrnins Gpon the widow, and those who are’ so unhappy 


a9 to be destitute of near relative 85 but watching aroun d 
the dying pillow of the opulent, crying like the hose leach, 
* vive, give ;’ encouraging the belief, that every cent com- 
mitted to their disposal, shall be a gem in that crown of 
alory finally to b e bestowed as a reward to the fidelity o 


their votaries. 

And again, 

“it is not to be disguised, that in some sections of this 
enlightened Christian community, there 1s too much evi- 
dence of a disposition for spiritu: ul domination, which is 
Pp roducing in society a perpetual muschiet. ‘there are bo- 
dies of men, till clai iming a jurisdiction as absolute, if not 


‘as extensive, as was ever claimed by the most imposing 


Pontifis of the dark ages. 


vickedness of almost any description is venial, if in prac-}  “* It is what some constantly see, and hear, and feel. 
i ’ t 1 5) ’ 


stug it, what is called 


r a good object, may be promot. | 
d 


We are daily conversant with those, the language of whose 


; conduct is, * Stand by thyself, lam bolic rthan thou:’ and 


** Other notions, similar to this in their spirit and ten- | who, ¢ onsidering themselves * to have atiained,’ in every 


dency, such as that the correctness of opinions, is to bi 
‘stimated according to their antiquity and prevalence 
ud that it is reproachiul for a 
ois--have been equally current. 

ents hi we filed of producing the desired cfluct, others have 
iot been wanting 


mpel men to believe righ t. 


Aided by my stery, creeds, 
-cnons, decrees and councils, 


vith all their appropriate 
‘ appeadages of terror, be commences the dreadful work. 

‘they are iow in number, who dissent from the common | 

vaith, he avails himself of the vantage-ground afforded hiin. 

om this circumstance, for exciting, if possible, a gene rad 

Prejudice against thera. ‘This is done, by identifying them | 

with every thing odious ; by indiscriminate censure ; by 

ve and unfounded « barge § often Te peated ; by unge ner- 

VvuUs atone . najes' ings rtigns - r : ’ 





not iT rons, mierge Fr 





person to change his opin-! 
Where these expedi-. 





: necess ary qualification, gratuitously assume the pretoga- 
tive, of dictating to their fellow Christians, on disputed 
points, what they shall believe. With no superior claims 
tothe necessary means of enlightening thei fellow men ; 
‘having had no more than common advantages for teforma- 


\tion : having no credentials of any spec ial illumination : 
‘Phe last resort of the persecuting bigot has been, to'from their lives appearing to be, certainly, as much unin- 


'spired men as others : and differing as much from one an- 
‘other, as from those, whom they unite in condemning— 
‘they seem to be constantly saying to those arou nd them, 
‘ The secret of the Lord is with us,’ ‘hear his word at our 
mouths.’ 
‘¢ And if any, after this, in exercising the right of pri- 
vate judgment, fall into * the way that some call here sy, 
the harshest epithets are applied. They are denounced, 
‘as introducing ‘ another Gospel ;’ as ‘ Apostates ;’ as 
Trees in diseuise.? tf moral, they are accused of mak 
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j inighty stream, bears peace in its bosom, beauty 


From our increase of num 


rh ‘ng a merit of their morality. If pious, it is hy- search, which like the majestic involutions of ; 

ef pocrisy. . re 

yt ‘In all these means, which are used for con-' and abundance on its borders, and widely diffuse: 
‘| troling the right of private judgment, do we not) happiness and joy. 

a perceive the shattered remnants of the machinery! bers, community in general, is better informed 0: 
| of a once formidable and most mischievous hie- the nature and principles of our faith and doc- 
a rarchy ? 


And shall we see onr fellow men col- trine ; and by the peaceful and moral deport- 
lecting and arranging these remnants ; and en-;mentof our brethren, our sentiments command 
deavoring again to bring them into action, with-!due atiention, and the order suitable respect.— 
out letting them know, that we are not insensible | We hail these tokens of liberality as the triumph 


to their operations, and the evils of them?” 


WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER- | 
SALISTS. 

The Delegates and Ministers constituting the Western: 
Association of Universalists, assembled in Lee, N. Y. on} 
Wednesday morning, June 5, 1822; and after uniting in’ 
; solemn thanks and invocation with Br. A. Green, procee-' 
ded to the organization of the Council. 
fe 1 Appointed Br. William Underwood, Moderator. 
Poh 2 Br. S. R. Smith, ) | 
' Br. G. B. Lisher, § 


There were TEN Societies received into feliowship, and 





Clerks. 


iwo brethren into the fellowship and work of the ministry, 
a fviz) Amos Reed—Job Potter —Br. Reed has been a 


preacher in the Methodist Connexion. 


or oe 


This Association appears to be in the most flourishing 
situation.—-There are now in fellowship, 
f me . 62 Societies, and 
: 12 Churches. 
There were present 18 brethren in the ministry. 
Absent, 15 co. ; 



























The following is the Circular Letter, accompanying the 

Minutes of the Proceedings of the Association. 
CIRCULAR. 

The Western Association of Universalists, to the 
Churches and Societies in their fellowship, the 
believers in like precious faith dispersed abroad, 
the professors of religion of every name, and to 
all where this Epistle may come—send saluta- 
tions of peace : 
| Brethren—-We met in love, were welcomed 
pith cordial affection, worshipped “ in the unity 
fthe spirit,” and our deliberations were con- 
ucted with patience, precaution, faithfulness 
and friendship. Gratefal to our teeling, was the 
“presence of a large number of representatives 

rom Societies widely dispersed over an extensive 
region ; and pleasant indeed was the sight of ma- 
ny, til now unknown in our lsrael—bearing mes- 
sages of peace from newly organized Societies 
and Churches. With very few exceptions there 
has been an essential increase of members the 


past year.—Nor is this addition of numbers, to 
be traced to those moral and intellec 


ments, which like the swollen 














tual derange- 
and impetuous tor- 


























man, and defaces the beauties of nature 











| preyndice. 


rent sweeps with wide waste the fairest works of 


‘of reason and religion, over ignorance, error, and 


lor, it should not be forgotten, that 
every attempt to reform the church, and expunge 
palpable errors and absurdities from confessions 
of faith, has been considered an unwarrantable 
innovation ; and the instruments and abettors of 
euch reformation, have as uniformly been stigmat 


‘ised and denounced, the enemies of religton, of 


God, andof man. Having then in our turn borne 
the full odium of narrow minds, the rage of zeal 
ots, the fury of fanatics, and having been thus 
taught, the great moral lesson of patience, fort 
tude. and charity ; we neither institute nor cele- 
brate religious testivals in honor of victory, nos 
triumph in the wounds of our fallen enemies, we 
thank God, that ‘‘ now is oursalvation nearer than 
when we believed.” In proportion to the num- 
ber of Societies, is ‘he number of Delegates, and 
attendants on our annual sessions ; hence, where 
a few years since, bit ‘* two or three” met in 
the service of the order, thousands now throng to 
thesanctuary at the solemn convocation. Where 
once the harp of praise hung silent, tuneful bands 
now chaunt in prelibation of immortal joy. ‘The 
solemn darkness that brooded over the west and 
south, bas been penetrated with ‘* the light ofthe 
morning, even a morning without clouds,” and 
rejoicing multitudes now find a Father in their 
God, an Advocate inthe Redeemer, and ** joy in 
the Holy Spirit.” 

The spirit of inquiry and investigation now so 
prevalent, opens an ample field to the ministers of 
the word ; such therefore, as can conveniently 
itinerate, are furnished with every inducement 
to enter upon that manner of ministration. lew 
Societies have a resident preacher—and even 
those few cannot be regularly supplied ; hence 
the general call for more laborers in the vineyard 
of reconciliation. Thus whilst the ditlerent sects 
are removing supernumerary laborers to Hindos- 
tan, and the Islands of the Pacific, and with her- 
culean exertions providing for their maintenance 
there—we are pained to witness the destitution o 
gospel ministers in our immediate vicinity. We 
offer no inducement to our young brethren, to en 
ter the ministry, but those, which duty and the 
gospel furnish. Say then, ye young men, whom 
truth has enlightened, grace instructed, and devo 
tion warmed with ardent zeal! have you seen 
the whitened fields of the great husbandman ’— 
Have you heard his childrenask, ‘ Is there no’ 














is coles and cenit . ; but to 
he caim and dignified exertion of reason and re- 














veta prophet of the Lord?’ Have you know! 




















RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
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that there ” e Sasine in the whole land ; 


hearing the word of the Lord?” 
“still small voice,” 
science in tones that make the guilty tremble ; 
or to the obedient in accents 
use,’ said, ‘* go prophecy to my people Israel ?”’ 
Waiting for the dispensation of divine providence, | 





for the calling and perfecting for the work of the Ce ed 


ministry, of those whom God will approve, we| 
seek the fallen mantles of the departed Elijabs,| 
that trath may be suitably illustrated and detend. | 
ed, behevers blest with its influence, and God 
alorifi ‘din them that believe. | 
Brethren. of the Abrahamic faith—Y our pros-| 
perity and influence depend. not so much on your! 
numbers, as your usefulness ; and to that, you 
are induced by every consideration that can in-| 
floence the mind, or govern the actions of man. 
With an assurance of illimitable salvation, you 
ean have no doubts of yourown ; you will there- 
fore, pity, while. you attempt to enlighten thore, 
who from doubts are sinking in despair. You 
cannot mourn as those * without hope ;” you 
can best offer comfort to the afflicted. You feel 
the comforts of divine benevolence, you can of 
course, appreciate your obligations to the stran- 
wer, the fatherless, and widow. You know the 
roodness of God, of bis law, the everlasting pro- 
fasion of his mercies, and you know, that as chil- 
dren of the best parent, you should be the best 
children of that parent. By thus doing you will 
silence gainsayers, evince your discipleship, and 
win the confidence and respect of mankind,— 
Those who profess the gospel, but follow not with 
us. and those that know not God, we entreat as 
brethren, to search the Scriptures, to test their 
own, and our views with the oracles of God. 
** to prove all things, and hold fast that which is 
zood.”’ The brethren who labor in word and 


doctrine, are reminded of the responsibility of 


their station. ‘To you, is imparted the dispensa- 
tion of the Gospel. Make it your study, ascer- 
tain the character of its divine Author, and en- 
deavor to understand by whom it was revealed, 
and for whom it was designed. Let not your pa- 
rochial, or other public duties infringe on your 
hours of study, nor permit the closet to keep you 
from the desk. Visit the sick and the poor, those 
in health and affluence can dispense with your so- 
ciety better, and it is from the latter, you will 
have to seek relief for the former, covet the ‘best 
gifts,” rather than the best support, and the tes- 
fimony of your own conscience, and the approba- 
‘ion of the wise and good, will secure to you 
‘‘ that peace which the world can neither give 
nor take away.” Finally, brethren, while you 
‘estify the grace of God with becoming zeal, be 
eareful to maintain good works, that you may be 
usefal to men, while you sojourn below, an orna- 
ment to your profession, to the gospel, and when 
he “« chief Shepherd,” shall appear, may you 


not a and all herein addressed, and all the family of man: 
famine for bread. nor a thirst for water, ‘but of be permitted the enjoyment of purity where life 
Has not the and glury are as perfect as durable, where your 
that whispers to the con- labors and sofl erings shall cease, 
life 
‘sweet as angels, more.—AMEN. 


and love, the 
of heaven, consummate your bliss forever- 


By order, 
STEPHEN R. SMITH. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 








FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Al concise view of the Westminster Catechism 
NO. Ili. 


In the following number, the dissertafion will 
‘be concluded. The writer will not be so particu 
ilar in noticing every answer, as in the preceding 
aumbers. It waz his design to omit the Com 
mandments, and he will proceed accordingly. 

Twenty-ninth— We are made partakers of the 
redemption by the effectual application of 
itto os, by his Holy Spirit.—By this it seems that 
mankind must first be acted upon by something 
efiectual, before they can become partakers o/ 
the redemption. We are told, that the siane, 
does not see his want of redeeming grace, until 
God manifests it to him ; yet mankind are told 
that they must pray to God, who will give to the 
of his abundance. Need it be repeated that ma 
(according to Calvinism.) was possessed (Twentis 
eth) of redemption the first moment he drew thé 
breath of hfe, or he nevercan or never will be? 
possessed of it? Or, will man, on the ipse dixit™ 
of others, pray for that whose use he does not per- 
ceive, and of whose nature he is entirely ignor- 
ant ? Yet, those who do not make a manifesta- 
tion of redeeming grace, are branded with the 
name of Infidels, by its professors. 

Thirtieth.—The Spirit applieth to us the re- 
demption by working faith in us.—By this 
itis manifest (according to the Calvinistic doc- 
trine,) that the Spirit first affecteth man ; so that 
it cannot be owing to man, if he is not acted upon 
by the Spirit, and thereby faith be worked in him, 
and his sins be (Thirty-third) pardoned. The re- 
demption is amply sufficient for the sins of the 
whole world. Why therefore, did not the Spirit 
work faith in all mankind that they might thereby 
be saved, according to the pleasure of God, ‘* who 
will have all men to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of thetruth ?” Certainly not for want 
of power, for all things are possible with God ; 
certainly not on account of any demerits of the 
creature. 

Thirty-first.--Effectual calling, is the work of 
God’s Spirit, whereby he doth persuade 
and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely of- 
fered to us in the Gospel.--How does it benefit 
man, that the Gospel be freely offered, if it is not 
in his power to embrac» (Te entieth) it, unless it is 
so decreed from all eternity? But it is absurd te 






































power of him to whom it is offered, {9 embrace or 
reject it. 
Thiriy-second to Thirtu-erghth are omits 
Thirty-ninth.—The duty which God reqnice 
of man, is, obedience to his revealed will.—- 1 


] 


‘ 
It 





Pighty-fourts —Every sin deserveth God’s|' 
wrath and curec, both in this lie and that which [its appropriate works ; 


‘gs to come. | 

Whatscever comes to pass, is (Seventh) decreed 
by God. 

Sin comes to pass, i. e. is committed. 

Ergo—Sin is the effect of the unchangeable de- 
crees of God. Wall God panish mao jor acting as 
he had decreed he shon!d? But in the Thir- 
teenth, it is said that the Spirit worketh faith in 
us,---in the Thirty-third, that Ged pardoneth all 
our sins Only for the righteousness of Christ im-, 
puted tous by faith.—-Now if all men are not sav- 
ed, according to your own premises, it is by the 
neglect of God, for the righteousness of Christ is 
eufficient for the sins of the whole world. 

Itis hoped the Calvinists will not be dispieas- 
ed at the liberty with which these remarks have 
heen written, If this Catechism contains correct 
sentiments, we have been greatly deceived as to 
the character of God. We have thought God to 
be a just, merciful, and impartial Being, who wills 
the happiness of all men, not a single individual 
excepted—whereas in this system of Calvinistic 
faith, God is represented as a capricious tyraot, 
partial, domineering over his creatures wiih the 
utmost severity, and having elected one part for 
mansions of everlasting bliss, and consigning the 
other part to scenes of never ending woe, without 
any other reason than a capricious whim.  {f aay 
pne sill convince us that this system is correct 
nd con istent with itself, we will publicly recant 
Il we have said against it. But we are assured 
ey cannot, and we hope that system so fraught 


Agta Ry Me 
ede mee 







































ith absurdities and contradictions, will soon be 
d aside. 
N 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 
WHAT IS TRUTH ? 
Mr. Editor, 

Although this subject has been repeatedly 
and ingenuovsly discussed in the columns of the 
Inquirer, yet such is its vital importance, that 
with great propriety the question may still be re- 
iterated —** what i3 truth ?”—Truth then, is that 
which will save every one of the hu:nan race, when, 
and as soon as they come to the knowledge and be- 


the numerous passages of Scripture which bear 


lief of it.—My limits witi no: admit a quotation of] 


} 


, any 


will acknowledge that there 18 no 

frequently eud more forcibly urged upon sinners, 

than to believe the treth—to kuow and en.brarce 

ithe trauth—to believe to the Sal y ation of their 
elsouls : the exercise of tore faith, or this belief, rs 


And we should’ ‘ 
very well like to know how, and where, the o-| their salvation —-It is all they have to do to se- 
tained a knowledge of God’s secret wiil. joure, not the fauyor of God, for this was always 
Portieth to Eighty third are omitted, isure ; bot the perfect enjoyment of his faver. 


ays 


for ii works by | 


This faith, when cenuine, is al attended by 

li {tis 
tree that s pleasant frnit— ‘a good tree 
pwhich» casino bring forth evil sruit.” Welltien, 
as all men are required to beheve the truth and 
besaved ; it proves bevond any reasonable doubt, 
that there is saving truth for all: for ly Giod 
would not require sivners to believe the troth 
and be saved, when there was no saving truth ter 
them toheheve. Neither does he require them 


ITC e 


1? 
+a 


a he 


eure 


ae 


to believe a falsehood, in order to make tt true by 


their beheving it. —No, it is gospel! truth they are 
required to beheve; or, as the A yostie describes 
it, ** the troth of God ;”’ 
truth, and that which canaot be made void by a 
temporary nbelief—‘*' For whut 
helieve, snaté their unbelteft make the farth jortroth!} 
of God without eJect? God ford!” do that we 
can no more obliterate and extinguish this eternal 
truth of God by refasing to believe it, than we 
can put ont and extinguish the great luminary of 
day, by closing our eyes upon his genial rays. 
How absurd then, is the Calvinistic, or Limitarian 
echeme ; according to which, it is certainly true 
that a great proportion of the human race will ne- 
ver be saved: and if so, then certainly there is 
no saving truth for them—and yet they entertain 
a strange idea, that God, under these circumstan- 
ces, requires them to believe, to the salvation of 
their souls! 


ane theretore eternal 


ie “fi 
if some did not 


and that he will damn them to all 
eternity for their unbelief! But in the name of 
common sense, and common humanity, | would 
ask, what is there forsinners, the non-elect, to be- 
lieve, whichcansavethem? Alas! not the trath, 
certainly ; but if there is any thing, the belief ot 
which, can make these forlorn and pitiable ob- 
jects at all comfortable, it must be a downright 
falsehood ; for if it were possible, upon this hy- 
pothesis, for them to come to the knowledge of 
the truth, and realize it ; instead of proving their 
salvation—-instead of making ‘hem ‘“ free indeed,” 
it must sink thera at once into the very depth of 
despair! How then, can Limitarians disentangle 
their minds from thisdilemma? How, but to give 
full credit to the declaration of the Apostle, that 
God our Saviour, in the plenitude of his goodness, 
will in ‘* due time” bring ‘all men” to the sav- 
ing “ knowledge of the truth.” 
— 

** Buy the truth, and sell it not ; also wisdom, 

and instruction, and understanding.”* 
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POR THE INQUIRER. 
Arminiang are shocked at the doctrine of God’s 
lecrees, because of the cruelty of eternal damna- 
tion ; not considering that an ill-founded belief in 
endless misery, constitutes the only difficulty in 
their believing in divine benevolence, that eesen- 
tial attribute of Deity. [ would ask, ts endless, 
interminable misery, less dreadfol in the view of 
Arminians, than of Caivinists ? Would not their 
scheme, if possible, rather enhance it to the 
wretched suflever ? Calvinists make it a fatality, 
barbarous indeed, beyond all conception ; but 
what there ts no possibility of avoiding. But Ar- 
Mminians would add to this, the bitter anguish ofjs 
eelt-reproach, for not escaping the “ regions 
sorrow.”’—these ‘ doleful shades, where hope ne- 
ver comes 


“Calvinists sttematize the blessed and 
only potentate, as the efficient canse of all these 
heart-rending sorrows. Arminians, struck at the 
monstrous absurdity of this, make fotile and idle 
attempts to distinguish hetween his decrees and 
his knowledge ; and vet they make the direfal 
approaching catastrophe—the horrid result of 
tings, no less dreadful and deplorable! How 
natural is tt fo inquire, can these doctrines, so full 
ef death and damnation, comport with the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God ? which is good news ; 





\s 
of | 


| 








this text is pointed seaneding (0 the rules of punc- 
tuation or not, | shall not pretend to decide ; but 
merely observe, that if | were called upon to 
punctuate it, I shonid include the words ** through 
fith,” in a parenthesis—especially, as the Apos+ 
tle makes a similar declaration in the 5th verse ot 
the same chapter, wherein he observes, * by 


grace are ye saved ” 


By the least reflection we shall perceive that 
our existence here is owing entirely to the will of 
God.-—Onr life isthe gift of God without any con 
dition being performed anterior to our being—- 
and qur existence beyond the grave, rests on the 

same eternal basis. For if faith, or belief, must 
be exercised here in order to entitle us to a hup- 
py existence hereafter, | would inqnire, how are 
the milhions of infants, idiots, and heathen, to be 
saved? Is it not as much impossible for either of 
these to exercise faith, as it would be for the 
Christian to do meritorious acts previous to ex- 
istence ? Notwithstanding the above text is so 
plain and evident that he that runneth may read 
and onderstiwnd, yet many of the clergy have la- 
bored much to convinee us that faith is the gitt of 
God. They have divided the subject into two 
heads—eaving faith, and speculative faith. 

The former, uccording to the Calvinistic creed, 


and which comes prefaced with an assurance cf! consists in believing in the doctrine of Vlection, 
the abolition of death—* Who hath abolished death '&c. themselves included in the hap py number. 


and brought Lfe and immortality to light by the 
gospel” Behwevers in these doctrines, 
is no material difierence, say, a vast proportion 
ofthe human race—countiess millions, is a phrase 
common with each sect, are to be miserable— 
Arminians say, certainly cwerll be—and Calvinists 
hold must be damned! What asentiment! How 
potsonous toour comforts! What a bitter alloy 
to our best enjoyment ! and what a decdly blow 
it aims at the very vilals of a/l rational felicity ! 
Can Calvinists then, or can Arminians, join the 


heavenly music, which chaunted this good news—| 


this all-important discovery to bewildered man ? 
Impressed and haunted with this terrific belief, 
can a solitary individual of the human race, bear 
a part in the celestial anthem, which on that great 
occasion will be suddenly struck up by a mualti- 
tude of the heavenly hosts ; praising God, and say: 

ong, glory te God in the highest ; and on earth 
peace. good wilitomen. And every creature 2 which 
is in heaven, and oa the earth, and under the earth ; 

and such as are tn the sea; and all that are in 
them, heard 1; saying, blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 

surone, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
‘* For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves ; tt isthe gift of God.”’ 
Ephesians ii. 8. 
As this text has been construed very diflerent- 
'y by different denominations of Christians, | have 
‘honght proper also to give my opinion, Whether 





e|Speculative futh, ( apprehend, consists in acting | 
for there 


the hypocrite, by pretending to believe, withou 
evidence. 
Some of our profound grammariane and theolo- 


gians have contended that the pronoun ‘ it,” In 
the latter clanse of the above text, has for ifs an- 


tecedent fart, and consequeé ently faith is the cift of 
God. Let this for a moment be granted, How 

will they reconcile the attributes of Jehovah in 
condemning the creatures of his power to ever 

lasting torments for not possessing that fuith which 
he in his infinite wisdom is pleased to withhold 

If faith is the gift of God, how shall any one ob 

tain it, unless God A pleased to bestow it? 

The truth is, fuith or belief, is the assent of the 
mind to facts that are self-evident, or to propesi- 
tions that are capable of demonstyation. i 
whenever the fact or proposition is presented and 
fully understood, the belief is inevitable—it is of 
necessity. Cause and effect, are connected in 
the operations of the mind in the same manner 
they are throughout the whole of universal na- 
ture. Ifthen, the principles of the mind are so 
estabhshed by the God of truth and justice, that 
our belief depends entirely upon the weight of 
testimony, and irresistably follows whenever the 
evidence is presented, | would inquire, where is 
the merit of believing, or in pretending to believe 
that which ts physically impossible ? On the 
other hand, whenever the testimony adduced in 
support of any proposition or alleged fact, is con 
tradictory, irrational, and inconsistent 
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ig sure to be the resy!t and 











450 








suppose that a God of infinite perfections should 
have constituted us in this manner, and then call 
on us to believe that which is utterly impossible ‘| 
Besides, if Christ is not the Saviour of all men, ' 
cannot perceive why we are called upon to be:- 
lieve that which is untroe. From the above po- 
sition it is very evident that belief, can have no 
agency in the salvation of a great proportion of 
mankind, viz. infants, idiots, &. But the advan- 
tages resulting from a well regulated belief, are 
numerous and great ; but are they not also of a 
temporal nature ? The Apostle expressly de- 
clares tbat itis ‘* not of yourselves that yé are 
saved ;*’ your salvation is the gift of Ged—or 
grace which accomplishes your salvation, 1s the 
sift of God. Grace is one of the peculiay prero- 
gatives of Omnipotence ; and when first exercis- 
ed towards us, it bestows upon us bein::, and en- 
joyment here, and to the same infinite ‘grace shall 
we be indebted for joys inexpressible Heyond the 
grave. 

Grace is a bestowment without merit ; it is em- 
phatically the gift ef God. How icJte and incon 
sistent to attend to the performance of a certain 
round of outward ceremonies with a view of pur- 
chasing eternal blessedness, whic!) is solemnly de- 
elared by the Apostle to be the gift of God. Let 
ne, however, attend to all the duties of morality— 
io the practice of every virtue --jor the temporal 
interest, both of ourselves and those connected 
with us—-but let us rely on the goodness, grace, 
and power of God for salvaijon. 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 

Of the explication of the Scriptures. 
(No. 9. 
The corruption of Christianity by the first 
christian philosopters, arose from two causes ; 
First, the application of their subtle and sophis- 
tical learning to the Scriptures. And, secondly, 
hy the direct incorporation and intermixture of 
heathenism with the Christian system. 
The abstruse and dark learning, and metapliysic- 
fal discussions of the ancient philosophers, applied 
‘to the Scriptures, produced the most incalcula- 
ble evils ; the simplicity of revelation was at once 
destroyed, and the whole system involved in dark- 
ness and mystery. The principles of reasoning, 
known in their systems, and the methods of ex- 
platning the fables and mysteries of heathenism 
were applied to the Scriptures. The former 
started a thousand nice points, subtle distinctions, 
dark and unintelligible propositions, which occa- 
sioned endless scholastic disquisitions, violent 
disputations, and finally ended in the dogmas. 
which were afterwards formed into creeds and ar- 
ticles of faith. The Jaiter lead to the allegorical 
mode of interpreting the Scriptures, which wa: 
borrowed from the practice of explaining the Gre 


Continued from page 140.) 
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Scriptures is considered as having originated with 
Origen, although it is probable that some of his 
predecessors had prepared the way for its intro- 
duction.—From his time, the early part of the 
third century, this practice became general, 
among the Christian writers. No wonder this 
insatiable scribler left three hundred Books be. 
hind him, for the principle of explaining the scrip- 


tures which he had adopted and reduced to prac 
tice, had opened a field as unbounded as the inge 


nuity of man, and the abberrations and fantacies 
of the human mind. He had broken down the 
landmarks between truthand falsehood, overturn 
ed the principles of investigation, destroyed rev 
elation, by rendering tt arbitrary and uncertain 
and set every thing afloat upon the vast ocean of 
vague speculation —'o give to Scripture an al- 
legorical character, was to render it any thing, 
and every thing, which the weakness of man, the 
dreams of fanaticism, or the vagaries of a disor- 
dered imagination might make it. 

This allegorical mode of explaining the Bible, 
zave rise to the most ridiculous reviews, and the 
most preposterous extravagancies. It exposed 
Christianity to the severest sarcasms and re- 
proaches, from the Pagan and Jewish writers, and 
formed an almost insuperable obstacle to its pro- 
gress. 

~ An allegorical character having been given to 
Scripture, there was nothing too absurd to be 
proved by it. The three days which Jonah re- 
mained in the belly of the whale, was a type. and 
afforded proof of the three persons in the God- 
head, or the doctrine of the Trinity ; so also was 
the six days in which God created the world, be- 
ing twice three. The Divines of Cohen actually 
wrote a book, and attempted to prove from the 
Scriptures that Aristotle was the forerunner o! 
Christ, with respect to the mysteries of nature, 
as John the Baptist had been as to the mysteries 
of grace. 

Every thing done under the Mosaic law, record 
ed in the Old Testament, has been considered as 
typical of the dispensation of the Gospel—even 
the most plain historic facts. ‘The assassination 
of Abel by his brother, has been regarded as a 
prophetic figure of Jesus put to death by his 
own countrymen ; and the sacrifice of fsaac, which 
however, never took place, was deemed the type 
and ymage of that accomplished on the Cross. 

It is admitted that this allegorical interpreta 
tion of the Jewish books, has interposed the most 
serious difficulty to the conversion of the Jews. 
The books of the ancient Rabbies, many of whom 
were men of great learning, written at an early 
period of Christianity, ali of them attack the alle- 
gorical interpretations of the Christian Fathers, 
which they exhibit in a ridiculous light. It ap- 
peared very strange and absurd to them, that the 
early Christian writers should have discovered tn 
the Law and Books of the Jews, what the most 





cian mysteries.—The practice of allegorising the 








learned of their own nation had never perceived, 











Bua 4 





RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


M 
OOo or ee eer a o- 


ee + 8 ee oe 








aor dreamed of. The celebrated English divine, nor those of the most celebrated Pythagoreanz. 
Whiston, says, ‘* The allegorical interpretations ; He did not throw aside or reject these works, or 
given by Christian expositors of the prophecies,'the systems which they defended ; for if so, he 
are the grand obstacle and stumbling block in the could have no occasion to read them. Was he 
way of the conversion of the Jews ”’ not then, a Pagan philosopher a3 much afier he 

This conduct in the early Christian writers,;embraced Christianity, as before ? He retained 
exposed not only themselves, but Christianity, to/all his former notions, and pursued the same stu- 





great ridicule and reproach.—Celsus, who was a 
most active opposer of Christianity, charges the 
ancient Fathers, of ‘‘ endeavoring, by the most 





dies ; the only difference was, that he had adopt- a 
ed the Christian system too, and confounded the 
whole together. It is thus that Christianity was 


astonishing folly, and stupidity without example, mingled and confounded with the notions of Plato, x 
to find out relations between things for which and of Zoroaster, Pythagoras, and the Grecian and \ 
there was not the least foundation.”-—The same Oriental mysteries. 


ubjection was made by Porphyry, a very learned} 
author, who wrote many books against the Chris-' 
tans, all of which have been destroyed except: 
some fragments that were preserved in the an- 
vient Fathers. The following extract from this 
writer found in Eusebian’s Ecclesiastical History, 
shows that this false manner of interpreting the 
Scriptures, was one of the principle causes of the 
opposition with which they met, and also proves 
the origin of this practice. Speaking of the Chris- 
tian Fathers, he says, 

‘* For vaunting in great words, that what Moses 
spoke with all imaginable plainness, are dark rid- 
dles, they enthusiastically give them out as so ma- 
ny divine oracles, pregnant with hidden mysteries ; 
and after confounding the judgment with this sub- 
lime language, they deliver their own explica- 
tions. For an example of this folly, let us take 
Origen, a person with whom I had some acqnuaint- 
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ance when | was very young. He was then, and 
still remains in great esteem with the teachers of 
this doctrine, who loudly spread his fame, for the 
volumes he left behind him.—As for his opinion 
concerning the Divinity and other things, he was 
a disciple of the Greek philosophers, and endeavor- 


HARTFORD, SATURDAY, JULY 20, 1822. 








SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. 
[Concluded from poge 127 | 

In concluding this subject, we notice particu 
larly the expression in Mark——‘ hath never for 
giveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.” 
This form of expression is much relied on, by the 
advocates of endless misery, as fully proving that 
sentiment.— But the reader is to be informed that 
the word which is here rendered ‘ eternal,” by 
our translators, is the same as used by Matthew 
and rendered ** worip.”” ‘They will readily see 7 
that it would have been absurd, to have said a 
‘*a werld of damnation,’—buat they might with 
as much propriety have thus rendered it.—If this 
word in the Greek, used both by Matthew and 
Mark, signifies ace, as before proved by indispu 
table authority, then the passage will read thus— 
‘* but is in danger of an age of damnation’’—or 





















ed by their principles to support the exotic fables; 


of the Jews. Moreover, the writings of Plato 


were never out of his hands; nor those of Numa-| 


nius Cronius, Apollophanus, Longinus, Modera- 
tus ; nor those of Nechomachus, and [the works} 
of the most celebrated Pythagoreans. 

‘* He read likewise, the books of Cheremon 









‘an age of punishment.’’—Mark uses the Greek 
\word twice in Chap. iii. 29. One is translated 
‘never, the other ‘* nrernaL,’’ which makes 
‘the passage read—* hath never forgiveness, but 
‘is in danger of eternal damnation.” 

Wakefield, in his translation of the New Tee 
‘tament thus renders the passage—‘* But whoso- 


the Stoick, and of Cornutus, of whom, having) ever shalt speak against the Holy Spirit, he has no 
learned the allegorical method of explaining the' forgiveness in this ace, but is danger of eternal 
(rrecian mysteries he did accommodate it to the wri-! punishment.”’-—This reading comes nearer to that 
tings of the Jews.” \in Matthew. The amount of it is, as before sta- 









He, itis true, is a Pagan author, but he speaks 
of facts about which he could not well be mistak- 
en, being a cotemporary with Origen ; and the 
accuracy of this statement is admitted and contirm- 
ed by numerous learned orthodox Christian wri- 
ters.—The principle of allegorising revelation is 
then of Pagan origin ; for revelation cannot re- 
quire wnriddleing, or revealing a second time.— 
But this was not the only thing borrowed from 
heathenism by the Christian sophist. We-eee 
trom what source he derived his notions concern- 
ing Divinity, and the ether points of theology. — 
“he writings of Plata were never ovt of his hands ; 













‘ted, The Jews as a nation, or in a national point 
lof view committed this sin, in charging the Re- 
j|deemer with performing his miracles by the agen 
icy of thedevil. ** ‘They said, he hathan unclean 
spirit!’ This same malignant disposition was 
displayed in all their opposition to Christ and his 
gospel, through all bis ministration. It was this | 
spirit, which cried out ** cracify him—crucily . 

him ;’-—and when Pilate, desirous ef releasing 
Jesus, washed his hands and pronounced him in- 
nocent, the same spirit cried out ‘* his blood be 
on us, and on ourchildren.”’—The judgments of 
1God came upon them and upon their children.—- 
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Great were the calamities they had to endure—-** there 
vas creat tribulation, such as was not since the beginning 
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be again.”?~ 
‘They still suffer, and are in a state of bhadness, having! 


stumbled at the stumbimeg-stone. 
That the Jews will be restored to favor and enjoy thi 
blessings of the gospel, the Scriptures Clearly prove.— 


} 


When the Saviour wept ove! Jerusalem, beholding the ca-, 
Jamities that hung ever their heads, he said, * O Jerusa- 
Jem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest; 
them that are sent unto thee, how oft would Lhave gather-' 
ed thy chiidren together as a hen yathereth her ¢ hickens ! 
under her wings, aad ye would not: Behold your house i 
left unto you desviate.”’— Thus far the behevers if the end- 
less misery of mankind frequently read, of recite, to prove 
that those pevpie W ill be tor ever lost—and to show what: 
the Saviour would have done it he could—but the residue 
is generally lett outot sight and not notuced. It reads thus, | 
* For I say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth, tit/ yy: 
hall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.?2—- That the time will come, when they shall thu 
say, ** Blessedis he that cometh in the name of the Lord,” 
ssably argued by the Apostle inthe 10tb and ith of Rom. | 
‘Vhis is his reasoning—‘*i say then, have they (1. e. the 
Tews) stumbled that they should fall? God forlid: but 
rather through their fall salvation is come to the Gentiles ; 
tor to provoke them to jealousy ; For if the casting away 
i them (the Jews) be the reconciling of the worl! ; whit 
hall the receiving of them (the Jews) be, but lite trom the 
dead.’—Again, for “Ll would not, brethren, that ye 
hould be 1gnorant of this mystery, (lest ye should be wi 
a your own conceits,) that bhiodness in part & happene: 
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in 
And so all Israel shall be saved: Asit is written, There 
shall go forth out of Zion the DELIVERER, who shall turn 
away uogodliness from Jacob. For this is my covenant 
unto them when | shall take aw ay their sins. Asconcern- 
ing the gospel, they [the Jews} are enemies for your {the 
Gentiles] sakes: but as touchiug the election, they are be- 
loved w the father’s sakes. bor the gifts and calling of 
(sod are without repentance.” —** For,” saith he, ** God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that be wogoat have 
mercy upon all. O the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearehable are his 
judements, ond lis ways past finding oat! For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his coun- 
Or who hath frst given to him, and it shell be re- 
mpensed to him again? For of him, and through him, 
d to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever,| 


Pd. Of the eternal will and purpose of God to save «/! 


Jamned, notwithstanding. 

Q. What is faith ? 4 

A. Believing what you are told by orthodox divines, 
without examination, aud without evidence. 

Q. Whatis orthodoxy ? 

A. Those systems of faith which are supported by au- 
thority, in opposition to reason ; which are so ancient, a3 
io have become eritirely purified of the beretical character 
which all new systems possess. 

Q. In what does piety consist ? 

Al. In believing that a large portion of mankind will and 





INQUIRER, 


A. In worshipping God according to your own notion 
ol Scripture and provriety—~aud ta deny ing thes 
all others. 

(. Whatis 


bm tdbis 


“4. Freedom i:om persecution, with wu rivileve 
perses ult ro ’ 

q). Wh ré s ortu d ‘ faith; ts { 

J. Ine reeds, articles, und ci Mis, ONL not { 


eer plures. 
Q. Has the Constitution of the U. States, end t! 


State, given to al! Christians equal civil prival 


i wil Christians placed upon eQua.s Looting ; buf 
the orthodox huve riain peculiar rights aid privileges, 
not recognized by the civil law; this “is amystery wluct 
pone brut tie whe have tvilual e@ycs t rh.’ 

QUESTIONS 
i x the B t ey) L ( “ 
Would an infinitely holy, wise, and just Ged, affix a 
penalty to his law, which wie entirely cut ot 
ever to mtlict : 

if this 1s answered in the necative, we inquire, ot what 
partic ular pe ried, crin What wumbei vears, Can 30 be 
suid that man has received a por , or pa 3; pI 
ishment ? : ; 

iinan receives a part + s punishment, at any giver 
penod of time, must he not in tune, Lhowever pro rustinat 
ed, receive tie whole amount ? 


lf man can, or shall ever receive the whole penalty, y 


there not be ua end ¢ } ishineu® 


wee 
DIED. 
In Wrenthar, Mass. Oo the Sth inst. Mir. Silas Meteal 


in the 76th year of his a 

In justice to his memory. it may with truth be said, tl 
those virtues which commend the husband. the father, the 
etlizen, andthe Christia: 
ner of life. For many years 
doctrine of Universal =alvation, revealed in the Hols 
Scriptures ; and in this taith, and underits firm supp rt 
he patiently endured his last, linvering, waeting sickine 
and met death without a@ murmur and without a fear.— 


Vay his death be sanctified to his family and bis friend 


& 


} 
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‘ 


prosesse d a bebet in the 


and may the faith, which gave him support and consol 
tien in death, be their happy inheritance until they rejoit 
lis soctety in the mansions of rest.—Lniver. Mag 

In Attleborough, Mass. June 25th, Mrs. Avis Fales 


consort of Mr. Peter ales, aged 74. Mes. Fales has bee 
en.” pape y 
a believer in the doctrine Gf Cod’s universal benevoler 
' 
— for more than forty years. During the last years of het 
- ry r , \ ‘nmr an lite eo ras afflic . rit! ‘ ree hic . a. ed ut 
ORTHODOX CATECHISM. | life, she was afflicted with acancer, which produced mu 
pain and distress, and gradually wasted her frame .— but 
uestion. What is Christiamty : : her faith was strong in the Lord, and Ler hope, founded 
Inswer. [he system of divine grace unfolded in the the Rock of Ages, was as an anchor of the soul, both s 
Piptures, land steadfast.— Rejoicing even in death, she closed fy 
Mt enka? i a ill a > : : se 
Of what does this system of grace inform us‘ leyesio the full assurance of life and immortality —and let 


, pee : jthe fullest evidence that a belief in Universal salvatior 
Mmankind ; of the redemplion of al’, in pursuance of tiat} ! 
purpose; and that a durge proportion will be eternally 


can give peace tothe soul, and enable itto leave this fre: 
tenement of clay, trinmphing in the victories of the Cros: 
‘QO death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy vis 
tory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sit 


isthe law. But thanks be to God, which civeth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
TS 


NOVICE. 
Having been under the necessity of reprinting severs 
ofthe first numbers of the ‘ Inquirer,’? those who may 
wish to become subscribers can be turnished with « com- 
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must be damned ; that God hath decreed it—-that el ad Oe 


requires it-——and in making a criat noise about saving them! 


notwithstanding 
> 


ay ee ——<—<—<—<——$—— 


PUBLIS) ED SEMI-MONTHLY, AT S$) PER ANN. IN AD 





Q. In what consists the right of conscience | 


VANCE. A FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE PRIDGI 














